64             FAREWELL,   FRANCE!
Government of the Front Populaire took
office, he devoted all his energy to getting the
movement legalised. At Blum's invitation
frightened employers met the representa-
tives of the men-, the Premier himself occupy-
ing the chair. An agreement fixing Labour's
new rights was signed; Parliament worked
double shifts; Act after Act went on the
Statute book. Membership of the Unions
went up by leaps and bounds and at the
same time their legal status was raised. Paid
holidays and the forty-hours-week followed.
These were tremendous changes in an
economic system as old and conservative as
the French; they rocked and shattered
vested interests and inveterate habits. Who-
ever, at this time, happened to see a French
town adapting itself uneasily to the five
days-week could not fail to be impressed:
the alteration cut deeply into every-day life.
At the same time the French workers began
to flock into seaside resorts and joyfully
crowded sunny beaches from which the
former bourgeois occupants grudgingly re-
ceded: they did not want to mix up with
the " conges payes 9\ For the first time in
their lives "metallos" and little shop-girls
saw the beauties of their own country. It
mattered little to them that, obviously, some